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CITY OF STIRLING — INTEGRATED CYCLING STRATEGY 2015 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.51 pm]: Cycling is important to the residents of the 
Mirrabooka electorate. The City of Stirling recently released its draft Integrated Cycling Strategy 2015, which 
gives an opportunity for the community to discuss safe cycling and in particular commuter cycling in the area. 

I have previously raised in this place the lack of co-ordination and capacity for cyclists commuting to Perth from 
my electorate. This disorganisation disadvantages both local residents making short bike trips as well as cyclists 
passing through the area on their way to a destination. I welcome the City of Stirling strategy and its 
recommendations, and agree that its focus should be on investing in and delivering much-needed cycling 
facilities, but they need to extend beyond the beach and heritage suburbs of the City of Stirling and into 
Mirrabooka. For example, while getting cyclists from Alexander Drive to the beach, the recently constructed 
Reid Highway bike path dangerously and repeatedly switches from one side of the road to another. In several 
spots in the electorate, sections of a shared path end suddenly, forcing riders onto the road or onto footpaths 
where conflicts arise with pedestrians or motor vehicles. Existing shared paths are often obstructed by bus 
shelters, signage posts, and vehicles. Paths are damaged, littered and uncared for. These issues not only 
constitute a threat to cyclist safety, but also create an obstacle to cycling participation in the area. It concerns me 
that the substance of the City of Stirling cycling strategy appears to deal with recommendations of action that 
can be undertaken only by, or in conjunction with, the state government. I acknowledge that the strategy points 
out the extremely low levels of spending on cycling. I support the comments the strategy makes regarding 
Alexander Drive. 
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